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I was never one to believe that guys bought Playboy to read the articles. Give us pictures. Even today, I love
children’s books and any texts with graphics. When reading wonderfully accurate prose, I want for a photo or drawing to
help clarify the look and feel for what is being described.
Over the years, I’ve had the opportunity to illustrate my own books and articles as well as produce selected
illustrations for others. When I was serving as an editor for Cruising World magazine, I could employ both my marinetrades and graphic backgrounds to create sketches that defined the technical and compositional elements needed to
illustrate articles, which other illustrators could then take to produce finished works.
When sizing and composing original illustrations, one needs to consider not only the aesthetic elements but also
such practical matters as how easily they convey information, how large they will be printed, and whether they will be in
color, black and white, or both. I’ve routinely taken unusual points of view, and employed expressionistic techniques in
order to convey the essence of reality. Even for these “realistic” general views, as well as technical illustrations, I
endeavor to pack a lot of information into them as well. Samples follow.

Adrift, Published in 1986 by Houghton Mifflin Company
After writing the text of Adrift, I turned to “dessert”: capturing scenes from the experience that stood out in my visual
memory and that I thought could be effectively conveyed with my old friend, the pencil. I did these without any
expectation that the publisher would actually use them, but editors appeared very enthusiastic about putting them in the
book, for which I am grateful. In the decades since, Adrift has been printed in dozens of editions, and I hope that readers
will continue to appreciate the drawings as well as written story. Of course, in some editions, the quality of reproduction
has suffered, at the worst appearing like very old photocopies of photocopies. For those interested in the best
reproductions, those done by The Adventure Library, or the original hardcover or early paperback editions approach the
original drawings. Most original drawings to be printed at full or near-full page size measure 9"x12". Samples follow.

1

For Web Home Page click http://www.stevencallahan.net/schome.html; or art & photos click http://www.stevencallahan.net/artphotos.html
Images & Content © Steven Callahan; all rights reserved; for commissions or permission to reuse or reprint, contact steve@stevencallahan.net

Below: Illustrations for Adrift included several technical drawings, accompanied by text in sidebar boxes (not shown here) so that readers so
inclined could learn about the nuts and bolts of a life raft voyage while others could simply peruse them and move on with the general text.

Capsized, Published 1993 by HarperCollins
To create exterior and cutaway views of the Rose Noelle for Capsized, the story of four men trapped on an overturned
trimaran for four months, I had only a handful of photos for reference, but my experience with multihulls, design, and
boatbuilding allowed me to work out the measurements and develop slightly skewed perspective views. Originals are in
ink and colored pencil on mylar, but they could be reduced and screened for black and white printing as well. These
views, along with a black and white detail of “the cave,” the space aft in which the men spent most of their time, allowed
even general readers with no nautical experience to quickly “see” the survivors’ lives without the need for text.
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As in Adrift, the chart in Capsized helps to orient readers. The
original was in color on Mylar, but the chart was created in several
stages, allowing the publisher to choose between simple black and
white, grey-scale, or full color. To accurately locate details, we
pulled together all survivors’ recollections, an in-depth government
inquiry into the event, even weather records. A large version of
the chart outlines the entire experience.

Survivor By Michael Greenwald; Blue Horizons Press
Michael Greenwald composed a wonderful ocean-survival reference book, dealing with all aspects of basic safety afloat.
He was looking for illustrations that might capture key elements of the subject. I created five originals, keeping in mind that
women and children are often a part of the survival crew. Originals: 9"x12"
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Other Sample Illustrations

Nicorette television campaign

For Article: Plumbelly Around the W orld. Photos and careful
examination of the boat allowed m e to generate architectural
drawings of the deck and interior layout (right).
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